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Details Action 

The petition of 06/09/03 has been considered and is granted. The restriction issued on 
10/01/02 is withdrawn. In addition the rejection of 04/09/03 is withdrawn. A new 
rejection following. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1 through 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Nulman (U.S. Pat. No.6306695 B1). 

Nulman (U.S. Pat. No.6306695 B1), for Claim #1, a computer-implemented 
method for managing experiments relating to automated processing technology, 
comprising the steps of: (A) receiving an experiment order, the experiment order 
including at least some deviation from a base process capable of operating in an 
automated environment (Column 7, lines 12 through 24, lines 44 through 52); (B) 
obtaining an approval of the experiment order; (C) translating and storing at least a 
portion of the experiment order into processing data suitable for implementation by said 
automated environment (Column 4, lines 14 through 33, Column 6, lines 27 
through 37); and (D) causing the experiment to be executed in conjunction with at least 
some portion of said base process by the automated environment, in accordance with 
said processing data, (Column 7, lines 56 through 59), 
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Considering now Claim #2 a method of claim 1, wherein the obtaining step 
further includes the steps of storing data defining the experiment order (Column 7, 
lines 12 through 24), distributing the experiment order to a plurality of users, obtaining 
changes to the experiment order from at least one of the users, and receiving tile 
approval for the experiment order from at least one user, is taught by Nulman (U.S. Pat. 
No.6306695 B1 ) (Column 1 1 , lines 20 through 52). 

With respect to Claim #3, a method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of 
attaching documents to the experiment request, is taught by Nulman (U.S. Pat. 
No.6306695 B1), (column 10, lines 62 through 67, Column 11, lines 1 through 11). 

Furthermore, Claim #4, a method of claim 1, further comprising the step of 
publishing information indicating a state change of the experiment request, responsive 
to a document attached to the experiment request or to a change in state of the 
experiment order, is taught by Nulman (U.S. Pat. No.6306695 B1) (column 10, lines 62 
through 67, Column 11, lines 1 through 11). 

With respect to Claim #5, a method of claim 1 , wherein the translating step 
further includes the step of receiving the processing data, is taught by Nulman (U.S. 
Pat. No.6306695 81) (Figure 9, line 2 through 28). 
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With respect to Claim #6, a method of claim 5, wherein: the experiment produces 
at least one test product and at least one production product; and wherein the 
processing data includes an indication of the base process, the changes to the base 
process, and a split-off of a control set; and wherein the split-off of a control set 
produces the at least one production product according to the base process and the 
changes to the base process produce the at least one test product, is taught by Nulman 
(U.S. Pat. No.6306695 B1), (column 7, lines 9 through 30, lines 33 through 40, column 
9, lines 38 through 45, Column 11, lines 20 through 52, column 12, lines 16 through 30). 

Furthermore, Claim #7, a method of claim 1, further comprising the step of 
receiving and storing the results of the execution of the experiment, is taught by Nulman 
(U.S. Pat. No.6306695 B1) (column 7, lines 9 through 30, lines 33 through 40, column 
9, lines 38 through 45, Column 11, lines 20 through 52, column 12, lines 16 through 30). 

Considering now Ciaim #8, a method of claim 1 , wherein the automated 
environment produces semiconductor technology, is taught by Nulman (U.S. Pat. 
No.6306695 B1) (column 7, lines 9 through 30, lines 33 through 40, column 9, lines 38 
through 45, Column 11, lines 20 through 52, column 12, lines 16 through 30). 

Considering now Ciaim #9 a computer-implemented system for managing 
experiments relating to automated processing technology, comprising: (A) an 
experiment order, the experiment order including at least some deviation from a base 
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process capable of operating in an automated environment (Column 7, lines 12 
through 24, lines 44 through 52); (B) an approval of the experiment order, obtained in 
response to receipt of the experiment order (Column 4, lines 14 through 33, Column 
6, lines 27 through 37); (C) processing data suitable for implementation by said 
automated environment, translated from at least a portion of the experiment order; and 
(D) wherein said automated environment causes the experiment to be executed in 
conjunction with at least some portion of said base process by the automated 
environment, in accordance with the processing data, is taught by Nulman (U.S. Pat. 
No.6306695 B1) (Column 7, lines 56 through 59). 

With respect to Claim #10, a system of claim 9, wherein the approval further 
includes stored data defining the experiment order, a distribution of the experiment 
order to a plurality of users, stored changes to the experiment order from at least one of 
the users, and received approval for the experiment order from at least one user, is 
taught by Nulman (U.S. Pat. No.6306695 81), (column 6, lines 27 through 37, Column 
10, lines 30 through 38, column 11, lines 15 through 19, Column 18, lines 60 through 
64, column 21, lines 17 through 43). 

Furthermore, Claim #11, a system of claim 9, further comprising at least one 
document attached to the experiment request, is taught by Nulman (U.S. Pat. 
No.6306695 81) (column 6, lines 27 through 37, Column 10, lines 30 through 38, 
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column 11, lines 15 througli 19, Column 18, lines 60 tlirough 64, column 21, lines 17 
through 43). 

Considering now Claim #12 a system of claim 9, further comprising information 
indicating a state change of the experiment request, published responsive to a 
document attached to the experiment request or to 3 a change in state of the 
experiment order, is taught by Nulman (U.S. Pat. No.6306695 B1) (Column 10, lines 62 
through 67, Column 11, iines 1 through 11). 

With respect to Claim #13, a system of claim 9, wherein the processing data is 
received from a user, is taught by Nulman (U.S. Pat. No.6306695 B1), (column 6, lines 
27 through 37, Column 10, lines 30 through 38, column 11, lines 15 through 19, Column 
18, lines 60 through 64, column 21, lines 17 through 43). 

Furthermore, Claim #14, a system of claim 13, wherein: the experiment 
produces at least one test product and at least one production product; and wherein the 
processing data includes an indication of the base process, the changes to the base 
process, and a split-off of a control set; and wherein the split-off of a control set 
produces the at least one production product according to the base process and the 
changes to the base process produce the at least one test product, is taught by Nulman 
(U.S. Pat. No.6306695 B1) (column 7, lines 9 through 30, lines 33 through 40, column 
9, lines 38 through 45, Column 11, lines 20 through 52, column 12, lines 16 through 30). 
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Considering now Claim #15 a system of claim 9, wherein the results of the 
execution of the experiment are received and stored, is taught by Nulman (U.S. Pat. 
No.6306695 B1) (Column 9, lines 46 through 61). 

With respect to Claim #16, a system of claim 9, wherein the automated 
environment produces semiconductor technology, is taught by Nulman (U.S. Pat. 
No.6306695 B1), (abstract). 

Furthermore, Claim #17, a computer-readable medium comprising instructions 
being executed by a computer, the instructions including a computer-implemented 
method for managing experiments relating to automated processing technology, the 
instructions for implementing the steps of (A) receiving an experiment order, the 
experiment order including at least some deviation from a base process capable of 
operating in an automated environment (Column 7, lines 12 through 24, lines 44 
through 52); (B) obtaining an approval of the experiment order; (C) translating and 
storing at least a portion of the experiment order into processing data suitable for 
implementation by said automated environment (Column 4, lines 14 through 33, 
Column 6, lines 27 through 37); and (D) causing the experiment to be executed in 
conjunction with at least some portion of said base process by the automated 
environment in accordance with the processing data, is taught by Nulman (U.S. Pat. 
No.6306695 B1) (Column 7, lines 56 through 59). 
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Considering now Claim #18 a medium of claim 17, wherein the obtaining step 
further includes the steps of storing data defining the experiment order, distributing the 
experiment order to a plurality of users, obtaining changes to the experiment order from 
at least one of the users, and receiving the approval for the experiment order from at 
least one user, is taught by Nulman (U.S. Pat. No.6306695 B1) (column 6, lines 27 
through 37, Column 10, lines 30 through 38, column 11, lines 15 through 19, Column 
18, lines 60 through 64, column 21 , lines 17 through 43). 

With respect to Claim #19, a medium of claim 17, wherein the computer program 
further comprises the step of attaching documents to the experiment request, is taught 
by Nulman (U.S. Pat. No.6306695 B1), (column 10, lines 62 through 67, Column 11, 
lines 1 through 11). 

Furthermore, Claim #20, a medium of claim 17, wherein the computer program 
further comprises the step of publishing infomnation indicating a state change of the 
experiment request, responsive to a document attached to the experiment request or to 
a change in state o f the experiment order, is taught by Nulman (U.S. Pat. No.6306695 
B1) (column 10, lines 62 through 67, Column 11, lines 1 through 11). 

With respect to Claim #21, a medium of claim 17, wherein the translating step 
further includes the steps of receiving the processing data, is taught by Nulman (U.S. 
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Pat. No.6306695 B1), (Column 7, lines 12 through 24, lines 44 through 52, Column 4, 
lines 14 through 33, Column 6, lines 27 through 37, Column 7, lines 56 through 59). 

Furthermore, Claim #22, a medium of claim 21, wherein: the experiment 
produces at least one test product and at least one production product; and wherein the 
processing data includes an indication of the base process, the changes to the base 
process, and a split-off of a control set; and wherein the split-off of a control set 
produces the at least one production product according to the base process and the 
changes to the base process produce the at least one test product, is taught by Nulman 
(U.S. Pat. No.6306695 B1) (column 7, lines 9 through 30, Column 8, lines 15 through 
33). 

Considering now Claim #23 a medium of claim 17, wherein the computer 
program further comprises the step of receiving and storing the results of the execution 
of the experiment, is taught by Nulman (U.S. Pat. No.6306695 B1) (column 9, lines 28 
through 61). 

With respect to Claim #24, a medium of claim 17, wherein the automated 
environment produces semiconductor technology, is taught by Nulman (U.S. Pat. 
No.6306695 81), (abstract). 

Furthermore, Claim #25, a computer-Implemented method for managing 
experiments relating to semiconductor technology, comprising the steps of (A) 
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receiving an experiment order, the experiment order including at least some deviation 
from a base process capable of operating in an automated environment; (B) obtaining 
an approval of the experiment order; (C) translating and storing at least a portion of the 
experiment order into processing data suitable for implementation by said automated 
environment; and (D) causing the experiment to be executed in conjunction with at least 
some portion of said base process by the automated environment in accordance with 
the processing data; (E) wherein the obtaining step further includes the steps of storing 
data defining the experiment order, distributing the experiment order to a plurality of 
users, obtaining changes to the experiment order from at least one of the users, and 
receiving the approval for the experiment order from at least one user; (F) wherein the 
experiment produces at least one test product and at least one production product; and 
wherein the processing data includes an indication of the base process, the changes to 
the base process, and a split-off of a control set; and wherein the split-off of a control 
set produces the at least one production product according to the base process and the 
changes to the base process produce the at least one test product, is taught by Nulman 
(U.S. Pat. No.6306695 B1) (Column 7, lines 12 through 24, lines 44 through 52, 
Column 4, lines 14 through 33, Column 6, lines 27 through 37, Column 7, lines 56 
through 59, Column 9, lines 28 through 61). 



Considering now Claim #26 a computer-implemented system for managing 
experiments relating to semiconductor technology, comprising: (A) an experiment order, 
the experiment order including at least some deviation from a base process capable of 
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operating in an automated environment; (B) an approval of the experiment order, 
obtained in response to receipt of the experiment order; (C) processing data suitable for 
implementation by said automated environment, translated from at least a portion of the 
experiment order; (D) wherein said automated environment causes the experiment to 
be executed in conjunction with at least some portion of said base process by the 
automated environment in accordance with the processing data; (E) wherein the 
approval further includes stored data defining the experiment order, a distribution of the 
experiment order to a plurality of users, stored changes to the experiment order from at 
least one of the users, and received approval for the experiment order from at least one 
user; and (F) wherein the experiment produces at least one test, product and at least 
one production product; and wherein the processing data includes an indication of the 
base process, the changes to the base process, and a split-off of a control set; and 
wherein the split-off of a control set produces the at least one production product 
according To the base process and the changes to the base process produce the at 
least one test product, is taught by Nulman (U.S. Pat. No.6306695 B1) (Column 7, lines 
12 through 24, lines 44 through 52, Column 4, lines 14 through 33, Column 6, lines 27 
through 37, Column 7, lines 56 through 59, Column 9, lines 28 through 61). 

With respect to Claim #27, a computer-readable medium comprising instructions 
being executed by a computer, the instructions including a computer-implemented 
method for managing experiments relating to automated processing technology, the 
instructions for implementing the steps of (A) receiving an experiment order, the 
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experiment order including at least some deviation from a base process capable of 
operating in an automated environment; (B) obtaining an approval of the experiment 
order; (C) translating and storing at least a portion of the experiment order into 
processing data suitable for implementation by said automated environment; and (D) 
causing the experiment to be executed in conjunction with at least some portion of said 
base process by the automated environment in accordance with the processing data; 
(E) wherein the obtaining step further includes the steps of storing data defining the 
experiment order, distributing the experiment order to a plurality of users, obtaining 
changes to the experiment order from at least one of the users, and receiving the 
approval for the experiment order from at least one user; (F) wherein the experiment 
produces at least one test product and at least one production product; and wherin the 
processing data includes an indication of the base process, the changes to the base 
process, and a split off of the control set; and wherein the split off of a control set 
produces the at least one production product according to the base process and the 
changes to the base process produce the at least one test product, is taught by Nulman 
(U.S. Pat. No.6306695 B1), (Column 7, lines 12 through 24, lines 44 through 52, 
Column 4, lines 14 through 33, Column 6, lines 27 through 37, Column 7, lines 56 
through 59, Column 9, lines 28 through 61). 

Furthermore, Claim #28, a computer implemented apparatus for managing 
experiments relating to automated processing technology, comprising; (A) means for 
receiving an experiment order, the experiment order including at least some deviation 
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from a base process capable of operating in an automated environment; (B) means of 
obtaining an approval of the experiment order; (C) means for translating an storing at 
least a portion of the experiment order into processing data suitable for implementation 
by said automated environment; and (D) means for causing the experiment to be 
executed in conjunction with a t least some portion of said base process by the 
automated environment, in accordance with said processing, is taught by Nulman (U.S. 
Pat. No.6306695 B1) (Column 7, lines 12 through 24, lines 44 through 52, Column 4, 
lines 14 through 33, Column 6, lines 27 through 37, Column 7, lines 56 through 59, 
Column 9, lines 28 through 61). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andre' Stevenson whose telephone number is (703) 308 
6227. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 7:30 am 
to 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Niebling. can be reached on (703) 308 3325. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 308 7724. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308 
0956. Also, the proceeding numbers can be used to fax information through the Right 
Fax system; 
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